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mncorrupted its overall dynamics are despite
all that grunt feeding through the steering
wheels.

The 3 MPS certainly feels more planted
and stable than the slightly tailv SP23, You
have to wy really hard to step the rear our,
and even when it does move, it’s of the subtly
shifting, balance-enhancing, nose-tightening
variety, Indeed, the 3% very high handling
limits are definitely a match for its prodigious
power. [ts steering provides plenty of feedback
and has lovely weighting art speed, reducing
assistance the harder and faster vou go, but it's
quite light around town and lacks the sporty
meatiness of its in-house rival, the Focus XHS.
The Ford and Mazda share brake sizes, though
—320mm vented [ront discs and 280mm salid
rears. Repeated hard stops fail wo produce any
noticeahle fade, or lengthening of pedal travel.

Finally, to the MP5s ride guality. It's a tad
iigely in town, but hammering hard out in the
country, it's great - tightly damped, though
with a real talent for rounding off the edges
of humps. At times, it's almast completely
unobtrusive and combines with superb body

MPS sits very flat when
cornering hard. Roll
stiffness up by 60%

contral to withstand diagonal mid-corner dips
at full speed without throwing the MPS off
line, Thanks to concerted NVH improvements,
the MPS is a quieter car than the original 3,
ton, though the fat 18-inch rubber produces a
Fair amount of roar on coarse bitumen. But not
an intolerable amount. Suspension noise has
also vanished, which is a welcome relisf,

5o, what to award the bullish, bullet-
periorming 3 MPS? The Mazda isn’t a bargain
proposition like Holden's 534,990 SRi Turbo
and Ford’s 535,990 XRS5 Turbo, but even at
its optioned-up pricetag of $43,690 (with
Sports pack), the Mazda offers rival-crushing
performance. And it's polished, too. The 3 MPS
iz one of those cars that simply gets better and
better the longer vou drive it

It’s wickedly fast (but thirsty) when vou ask
for everything, yet it's also supremely driveable
and surprisingly economical when you feel
like a rest [rom max attack, Add terrific seats,
a fine chassis, and Mazda's effective solution
1o selving front-wheel traction issues and the
outcome is one high-performance hatch that's
so damn hot, it's searing. g%
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B38,980 ! A5 tagted SA5F
Drivetrain

) _in-fing 4, dohc, 16, febo, inker
| front enging (easl-wesl), lrnl ¢
i 2261 lilres

B7.5/84.0mm

8.5

150K & 5500mm

[T 3A0Mm & 3000rpm
S8 A500/700mm

12 G-gpeed manal
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I 95 oclana/58 Nlres

| 113L100km (lest averans)

| Front: siruls, A-2ms, anfi-iol b

| Rear; multi-lirks. cod springs,
anti-rall bar

Performance

Power 1o welght: 124kW orne
.;3'|‘.EE-J al el
Speed In gears

55km/h & B500rmm

& B500mm
16:km/h @ BE00rom
20Akm/h & G30rpm

“250km/h @ §100pm" 3
Standing-starl acceleration”*
_0-60kmih: 34560

0-80kmih: 4.550c

0-100km/h: §.G5ec

0-1210km/h: 8 8520

0-1400km/h: 111580

O-160km'h; 14,5520 ==
0-400m: 14,6520 © 158km/h_
Rulling acceleration: SrdiAth G
A0-120Kmih: 3.5/4. 17517 Baee
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torgug; Fandsing; shability; s2ais

Mot quite a bangain; exhaust note
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